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88 Lanb Fox — On a Bronze Spear. 

and depressed surfaces and of the but end, convinces me that 
the shaft has not been recently worked, and that it has been 
cleaned only, and this very superficially, of late years. The 
surfaces within the socket and those exposed by the corroded cen- 
tral part of the spear-head, are likewise confirmatory of its age. 

'' 3rd. It may be supposed that it is an old worked shaft, 
made for another purpose, but only lately fitted to the spear- 
head ; but, beside the extreme improbability of a bog oak shaft 
of precisely suitable form and dimensions being at hand for 
this purpose, the condition of the end in the socket, and of the 
socket and pins, wholly negative such an assumption. 

" 4th. The only alternative is that the shaft was originally 
made for the spear-head, and I see no reason to doubt that 
such was the case, whilst there is much evidence (see 2) in its 
favour. 

" It will be observed that the shaft tapers at both ends, an 
unlikely form for a forger to have selected — and that it is not 
turned, but shaped out of a solid block of oak, which must have 
been of very considerable dimensions, and very difficult to work, 
suggesting the dignity of its original possessor. 

" Very faithfully yours, Jos. D. Hookbe." 

The foregoing opinion of Dr. Hooker is in all respects 
favourable to the genuineness of the shaft, and suggests the 
probability of its having owed its preservation to the fact of 
its having been originally constructed of bog oak. The part 
of the shaft at the base of the socket is much worn, evidently 
by the friction of the socket in use ; and, owing probably to the 
wood having slightly shrunk, it fits the socket much more 
loosely than it would have done had it been recently fitted to 
it. Although this is, I believe, the first example on record of 
a bronze spear from Ireland or England inlaid with gold, 
swords and other implements of the bronze period so orna- 
mented, have been discovered in Denmark, and are figured in 
the '' Atlas of Northern Antiquities.'" I may add that the spear 
has been exhibited to the Society of Antiquaries and has elicited 
from several of the members, including perhaps our best 
authority on the subject, Mr. Franks, a general opinion in 
favour of the genuineness of both ferule and shaft. 

Mr. Black exhibited a Collection of Chinese Coins and Medals 
used as Talismans and Charms, upon which he made the fol- 
lowing remarks : — 

IV.— On Chinese Charms. By W. H. Black, Esq. 

Following up Mr. Hyde darkens recent observations, on the 
use of coins as charms, a collection of Chinese charms was ex- 
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hibited by W. H. Black, Esq., P.S.A., consisting of the follow- 
ing articles, which he verbally described : — 

Nine large coins or medals of various sizes, the largest of 
which is two inches and seven-eighths in diameter, pierced with 
a circular hole in the centre; the next is pierced in like manner; 
the third is beetle-shaped, with three round perforations in as 
many loops ; the others are pierced with square holes, as in 
the common coinage of China. Some of them bear the signs 
of the zodiac, and others unusual devices ; and all are believed 
to have been used as taUsmans, before they were brought to 
Europe, about ten years ago. 

Six large coins or amulets, of great antiquity, pierced cir- 
cularly. One of them consists of dragons wrought in open- 
work within a wheel ; another has a square loop or handle : 
both are of deep green bronze. They are all described as used 
for " charms", in the MS. catalogue of the cabinet from which 
this drawer is taken, compiled by a native Chinese ; and they 
constitute part of a valuable collection of Chinese coins brought 
over by T. H. Chapman, Esq., of Fooohow, in December last. 

A sword, made of thin Chinese coins, struck on one side 
only, and fastened with wire on both sides of a thin rod of iron. 
The number of pieces is fifty-two on each side. It is supposed 
to have been used for mag-ical purposes; and perhaps is an 
emblem of the power of money. The coins overlap one another, 
as the scales of a iish. 

A Chinese paper dollar, covered with silvered paper, in 
imitation of the Spanish dollars current in China ; the date is 
" 1701". They are used for burning in sacrifice. 

Ten amulets in the form of sigils, of various shapes and 
colours; consisting of a perfumed paste or clay, through which 
coloured threads or cords pass, with loops, to attach these 
chai-ms to the person or dress. 

Eighteen feminine ornaments, mounted on pins, of different 
sizes, patterns, and bright colours, representing fantastic ani- 
mals and flowers. These are commonly sold as charms, and 
worn in the hair of Chinese women. 

Mr. Hyde Clarke then read the following paper : — 

V. — On the Proto-Etlinio Condition of AsiaMinor,theKha]ul)es(Chalybes), 
Idsei Dactyli, etc., and their Relations with the Mythology of Ionia. 
By Hyde Clarke, P.E.S., Fellow of the Royal Society of Northern 
Antiquaries of Copenhagen, Corresponding Member of the American 
Oriental Society, etc. 

Os a former occasion I called the attention of the Ethnological 
Society to the occupation of the mountains of Asia Minor by 
the tribes engaged in mining, referring to the Khalubes of old 



